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Fuel begins to flow into Mosul area

By Pfc. Thomas Day
40th PAD

ithlocal familiesand businesses
without fuel, American forces
have begun to transport

propane and benzene into the Mosul
area.

Soldiersfrom the 2nd Battalion,
502nd Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne
Division (Air Assault), areworking to
escort and distribute fuel into the city.

“We've opened up the line of
communication with Turkey to get liquid
propane and benzene to ease the fuel
shortage,” said Lt. Col. Darcy A. Brewer,
executive officer, 2-502nd Inf. Rgt.

With the American led efforts to
restore fuel to the people of Mosul,
according to Brewer, citizenswill be able
to reestablish power in their homes as
well as cook food. “It'salso going to
mean stability. The people aren’t going
to be as contentious.”

Sixteen trucks carrying more than
320 tons of propane were escorted to
various distribution pointsin and
around Mosul Monday morning,
according to Brewer.

An additional 20 benzene supply
trucks are scheduled to arrive at points
around the city.

Morethan $24 million in contracts
have been awarded to help restore fuel
to the Mosul area.

Citizens eager to restore basic fuel
needsfor their homeslined up singlefile
with aticket to be stamped by a con-
tracted worker marking that they
received the allotted fuel.

Matters became quite hostile when
localsdaredto cutinline.

“Thisisorganized mayhem,”
quipped Staff Sgt. James Boersma, of 1%
Battalion, 502 Infantry Regiment, 101
Airborne Division (Air Assault). “It
would be niceif everyone could get
propane, the whole country lives off

Pfc. Thomas Day

Propane-thirsty citizens of Mosul wait in line with their fuel tanks as soldiers from the 502nd
Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), ration out more than 400 tanks of

propane early Monday morning.

this stuff,” Boersma added.

The fuel shortage had reached
desperate levelsin recent weeks, with
vehicles lined up on roads throughout
Mosul for miles, just to fuel their cars.

101 Airborne Division (Air Assault)
officials haveidentified the fuel short-
age as apreeminent concern as allied

forces continue post-war rebuilding
missions.

Brewer, who isoverseeing the
mission, predicted that the crises should
be solved within a month “depending
on the production of Iragi oil products.”

“We just have to wait and see,” he
added.
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American forces hep bring law and order to M osul

Iragi prisoners apprehended after fall of Saddam held in downtown detention center
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Photo by Pfc. Thomas Day, 40th PAD

A prison guard, holding an AK-47 rifle, watches over a group of
prisoners Saturday. The 503rd Military Police Company in coordination
with local officials, escorted prisoners to a temporary facility in Mosul,
where they will stay until repairs on the city prison are completed.

By Pfc. Thomas Day
40th PAD

isonersimplicated in
rimesafter thefall of
former Iraqgi President

Saddam Hussein'sregimeare
being temporarily held at a
downtown Mosul juvenile
detention center

The prison, just to the
north-west, was severely
damaged by looters after the
city was liberated by coalition
forces and is undergoing
repairs.

“Thisisatemporary
facility we'll use until the
Mosul prisonisfixed,” said 1st
Lt. William Smith, public safety
team chief, 431t Civil Affairs
Brigadeof Little Rock, Ark.
“These people are still going
beforeajudge,” Smith added.

Many of the prisoners
incarcerated at the juvenile
center arethemselvesimpli-
cated in looting, according to
military officials.

Other prisoners have been
implicatedin crimesranging
from bank robbery to assault.

The reestablishment of
law and order comesjust
months after Saddam Hussein
released many Iragi inmates
serving in prisons throughout
Iraq in hopes of strengthening
resistancetoaU.S. led
invasion.

All of the prisoners
transfered Saturday were
apprehended after alied forces
gained control of the city of
Mosul.

Trialsfor theinmates, held
at the juvenile detention
center, should start shortly,
according to Smith.

“1"m hoping trials start
thisweek,” Smith added.

Roughly 50 inmateswere
transferred from adowntown
Mosul police station to the
center in buses, escorted by
soldiersfrom the 503 Military
Police Company, 716th Military
Police Battalion, 101% Airborne
Division (Air Assault).

The police station became
overcrowded and the juvenile
detention center, which
comfortably holds more than
200, wasthelogical choiceto
hold the prisoners, according
to Smith.

The detention center has a
dining facility, basketball court,
and secure barbed-wire fences.

Before the prisoners were
transferred, the 431st, along
with soldiersfrom the 413"
Civil Affairs Company of
Lubbock, Texas, delivered 73
AK-47 rifleswith ammunition
to the prison guards ensuring
thefacility’s security.

The guards had previ-
ously been armed with only
“dummy” ammunition.
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A Iragi man presents his daughter with a teddy bear brought to the
hospital by a U.S. soldier.

Iraqi children’s hospital
recieves bears from U.S.

Spc. Blake Kent
22" MPAD

ilesbloomed from the
aces of mothers and
hildren when soldiers

from the 62" Medical Brigade
and the 21% Combat Support
Hospital visited alocal
children’sward baring gifts
of candy and toys.

The 62" Medical Brigade
isworking with the Mosul
hospitals to determine their
needs in recovering from the
war, but the trip to the
children’sward was purely
not business.

The toys were sent by
the mother of Spc. Brendon
Dunn of Friendly, Nevada,
21% Combat Support Hospital,
who collected donations from
around her community.

“She went around to
doctors’ offices and got them
to donate money and then
went and got a bunch of
stuffed animals and toy cars
— just one of those things
mom doeswell,” Dunn said.

The trip to visit the
children followed aweekly

meeting with Mosul hospital
personnel, where the needs
of the hospitals are dis-
cussed.

Assessments of the
hospitals' needs are con-
ducted by Army medical
personnel, and are provided
to non-governmental organi-
zations, which can provide
supplies, said Capt. Kermit
Huebner of Batesville, Ohio,
medic, 2" Brigade, 502™
Infantry Regiment.

“They need mainly
pediatric drugs and other
things that just aren’t what
the military brings with them
on a deployment,” Huebner
said, “but we can help by
|etting the non-governmental
organizations know.”

Military focus has been
on providing security, making
sure the emergency vehicles
have fuel, fixing medical
facilities, making surethe
medical staff is getting paid
and by improving food
supplies, said Col. J. M.
Harmon I11 of San Antonio,
Texas, commander, 62"
Medical Brigade.

Exceptionsto war trophy policy allow for legally purchased trophies

SomeU.S. soldiersarebeing investi-
gated for illegally sending weapons, or war
trophies, homefrom Irag.

While gtill under investigation, the
recent smuggling case of asoldier alegedly
sending gold-plated firearmshomefromIraq
throughthemail is probably an example of
commanders and soldiers not understanding
the potential vaue of such trophies, said
Military History Detachmentsthat collect
artifacts to be sent homefor research and
history, Cole said. And what they do can’t be
construed aswar trophy collection either,
saidCole.

“Thequestionisof title,” Cole said of
the collection of artifactsfrom abattlefield.

Commandersin the past have issued

General Ordersbanning all trophies because
they didn’t want to administer al of the
paperwork involved, Colesaid.

“The problem with that isthat some
peopledon’t recognizelegitimate need for
the Army as opposed to hanging it in some
dayroom,” Colesaid.

From the Army’s perspective, sending
home weapons, like AK-47s and even tanks,
has two purposes: historical and scientific.

The items are used by theArmy to
document and andyzetheimmediate after
might fight the next one.”

By inference, looking at thisequipment
might show how other countrieslike Syria,
Iran or even North Koreamight useit, Cole
said.
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The current Army policy in placeisthat
abattalion can bring home one weapon, Cole
said. Each brigade-level unitisallowedto
send home three such weapons, he added.

Thereisn't arestriction on the number
of itemslike helmetsor uniformsthat aunit
can send, though, Cole added.

A recent example of theArmy sending
something home comes from Operation Just
Cause, the December 1989 invasion of
Panamato depose Manua Noriega's
government. After hostilities ended with the
dictator’s capture, the Army brought home
hisgun collection, said Cole.

Assuming it wasn't taken during the

“Trophies’ continued page 4
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Cache of knowledge turns to stash of terror

Inatiny village on the
outskirts of Mosul, the former
Regime transformed one
particular school from a cache
of knowledge to a cache of
artillery and mortar rounds.

When U.S. soldiersfirst
arrived at the site, they noticed
that gunpowder and residue
covered the floors at the
school.

Thechildren of thevillage
demonstrated for the soldiers
how the powder came to be
lying all over the ground
around the school. The
process involved the children
breaking apart the ammunition
to get out the powder to use
for making fire.

U.S. soldiers attached to
the 101% Airborne Division (Air

Assault) Artillery areworking
with local residentsto rid the
school and village of the large
stockpiles of ammunition and
weapons that shut down the
school’s primary purpose.

Theunit, 1% Battalion,
377" Field Artillery Regiment
from Ft. Bragg, North Carolina,
attached to the 101% Airborne
Division, is sorting and
removing avariety of war
stocksincluding 60 mm mortar
rounds, high explosive artillery
rounds, and 50-cal. ammuni-
tion.

These soldiers have
worked 24 hours straight
loading up thousands of
rounds and delivering them to
ammunition collection points
for disposal.

Soldiersfromthe 377FA
Rgt. located this cache site
based on areport from some
local Iraqi citizens.

The villagers have been
very helpful in assisting the
soldiers as best they can.

They have given the
soldiers food and drink
including bread and chai,
whichisanlragi tea.

The villagers have aso
hel ped load all of the ammuni-
tion from the school to the
trucks.

The locals and soldiers
areworking together to make
thevillage asafer place.

When the soldiers arrived
at the cache site, they saw all
of the roomsfilled with stacks
and stacks of ammunition.

Prior to Operation Iragi Free-
dom, Iragi soldiershad filled
oneroom entirely with the
desks for the whole school to
make way for the ammunition.
They used the rest of the rooms
in the school as ammunition
storagefacilities.

Soon the classrooms, will
again befilled with desks,
globes, books and students
eager to learn. The students of
Iraqwill bein the classrooms
learning and aspiring for their
future.

Contributed by
2nd Lt. Amber Munn,

377 FA Regiment

“Trophies” from page 3

mass |looting that ensued after Irag’slibera
tion, theArmy could bring home Saddam
Hussein's gun collection but not his coin
collection becausethat’s cultura, said Cole.

Cole said the big question of when to
send something homeisif the country is at
war. He pointed out the country’sinvolve-
ment in the Balkansinthe 1990s.

The country wasn't at war with Bosniain
December 1995. It wasthe opposite, a
peacekeeping mission, Colesaid.

Unitsor individual soldierscouldn’t take
anything home unlessalocal farmer gavea
unit or individual soldier aweapon with the
proper paperwork to show the gift.

Kosovo, however, wasawar and
trophies could be taken. Anything taken by
units would have been protected under
international lawslikethe Genevaand Hague
Conventions.

Currently, thereisan officer at Army
Central Command headquartersthat actsasa
facilitator for requestsfor war trophies. That
officer forwards those requests to the
Department of theArmy.

If the paperwork meetsthe guidelines, an
approva document is sent down from

Department of theArmy, said Cole.

He added that the document clears the
weapon’s passage through customs and it's
brought back with the unit’s equipment, and
it is then noted on the unit’s property books.

Onceit's on the books, it can’t “be
passed aong to an outgoing CO (command-
ing officer) smply because hewasanice
guy,” Colesaid.

Individual soldiers sending weapons
homeisadifferent matter, Colesaid. Before
1968, soldiers could send weapons home
without much of aproblem, Colesaid. That
year Congress passed the 1968 Gun Contral
Act, which, among other things, madeit
illegal to send weapons through the mail.

It also created a weapons registry and
tax agun owner would have to pay on that
weapon, Colesaid.

The Department of the Treasury
administered the registry and eventualy
closedit, making it impossibleto register and
pay the tax, thus making the weaponsillegal
toown, Colesaid.

There are exceptionsto the act, said
Cole

Army regulations state there are
weaponsasoldier can send homelegaly. A
35th Signal Brigade soldier sending an 1856

Musketoon rifle homefrom Afghani-
stan last year isacasein point.

Because the weapon was made
before 1898, it wasan exceptiontothe
long list of banned weapons on the
1968 Gun Control Act'slist. Not only
wasit made before 1898, the soldier
asofilled out the proper paperwork to
bringit home.

“The key there is that he bought
it,” Colesaid. “It wasn't something he
took from somewhere.”

Those gold-plated weapons from
Iraqwere sent homeillegdly, Colesaid.
That soldier will face Uniform Code of
Military Justice chargesif it isproven
that he sent those weapons home.

“A gold-plated weapon or knife
wouldn’'t beworth my career,” Cole
said. “To say the least, the legdity of
all thisiscomplicated.”

Contributed by
Spc. Bill Putnam,
Army News Service
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